
 Haiti Committee Minutes 

January 12, 2023 

Present: Lucy Dietrich, Joel Gillett, Lisa Henderson, Sr. Maurita Soukup, Debby Miller 

The meeting opened with a prayer for the people of Haiti. Minutes of the November 21st meeting were 

approved online.  

Financial Report:  The current balance in the General Account is $50,840.43.  There is $1,008 in the Take 

Away Hunger Account, and $1208.12 in the Trip Account.  There was a discussion about moving the 

money in the Trip Account to the Main Account, since it will be unsafe to make trips to Haiti for a long 

time.  It was decided to do some research to see if the money in the trip account was donated for a 

particular purpose before moving the money.  

 In December we sent $4,000 to Holy Cross as our regular contribution to support the parish, the school, 

and the clinic.  We also sent $5,000 for the Holy Cross school lunch program in December.  In January, 

we made our regular contribution of $688 to support the clean water project and our interpreter.   

Take Away Hunger:  Since we cannot transport food to Haiti currently, we will not hold our usual Take 

Away Hunger packing event during Lent.   

Water Project: The water tests continue to be very positive.  In November 94% of the water tests were 

good, 1% were bad, 3% had no water, and 2% were not home.   

Holy Cross School: No report 

Holy Cross Parish:  Fr. Lubermann sent a letter thanking us for our support of Holy Cross Parish.  He 

appreciates our commitment and support over the 16 years he has served the parish, first as an associate 

pastor and then as pastor for the last 12 years.  He is anticipating a change in his assignment.  He will 

keep us informed about this.   

Holy Cross Clinic: In November, 82 adult patients were treated at the clinic.  There were also 33 pregnant 

women and 56 children seen at the clinic for a total of 171 patients.   

School Lunch Program:  In November, we had approved sending $4,000 every two months to Holy Cross 

for their school lunch program.  After that meeting, the Parish Twinning Program of the Americas 

recommended checking with the Unlocking Communities organization which is working in Haiti to 

provide food for parishes.  It was decided that that organization would be a reliable way to get food to our 

sister parish.  Lisa Henderson made a motion that we send $5,000 every two months to Unlocking 

Communities to provide food for the school lunch program.  Joel Gillett seconded the motion, and it was 

approved.  The school will receive rice, corn meal, beans, oil, spaghetti, and chicken for their school 

lunch program.  We will ask Fr. Lubermann to verify through pictures or email that the school is 

receiving the food.  As long as we receive verification, we will continue to send the money for the food.  

We can also check with Unlocking Communities to see if the food is delivered.   

Gaspard’s Christmas Project: Unfortunately, Gaspard and his friends were robbed and beaten up by gang 

members as they traveled to Fonds Verrettes with the Christmas gifts for the children of Holy Cross.  

Gaspard is now at home and recovering.   

Haiti Benefit: We did receive $4,022.10 from Cedar Rapids Bank and Trust to cover the cost of the Fun 

Pianos, so overall the Benefit made slightly more than $28,000.  We need to figure out exactly where the 

money came from (tables, donations, silent auction, raffles), so that we can focus in the future on the 

areas that bring in the most money.  We need to think about the tasks that need to be done in putting on 



the Benefit and set up a structure of committees to help with the various tasks.  We will try to set up a 

meeting with Marcia Bedard to help us know about the tasks and to find out if previous donors will 

continue to support the event.  We also need to recruit more volunteers from the Haiti email list (and the 

parish in general) to help with putting on the event.     

Other Business:   

• Sr. Maurita suggested that we might create “60-Second Prayers” for Haiti, focusing on different 

ways we support the Holy Cross Parish and using the pictures we have from our visits.  This 

could be in a podcast format.  It would be a way to make St. Jude Parish more aware of our sister 

parish.   

• Our meeting dates will change to the 2nd Thursdays of the month.  This way we will have more 

current information to report for the Consolidated Meeting of All Standing Committees.  We may 

need to meet in July if our Benefit remains in the fall, so that we can apply for all permits in a 

timely manner. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debby Miller 

Upcoming events: 

• Next regularly scheduled meeting: Thursday, February 9, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. in the Thaddeus 

Hall.    


